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South Burlington Planning Commission  
Proposed Land Development Regulations  

Amendment & Adoption Report 
Planning Commission Public Hearing November 10, 2020 

 
In accordance with 24 V.S.A. §4441, the South Burlington Planning Commission has prepared the 
following report regarding the proposed amendments and adoption of the City’s Land Development 
Regulations. 
 
Outline of the Proposed Overall Amendments  
 
The South Burlington Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, November 10, 2020 at 
7:00 pm, via GoToMeeting electronic platform, to consider the following amendments to the South 
Burlington Land Development Regulations: 
 

A. LDR-17-13A: Allow for increase in maximum lot coverage on properties with land in the Urban 
Design Overlay District via installation of an on-site civic space 

B. LDR-17-13B: Allow for increase in maximum lot coverage on properties with land in the Urban 
Design Overlay District via use of Transferable Development Rights from designated Sending 
Areas 

C. LDR-19-06: Modify Table of Open Space Types (Appendix F) and Applicability in the City Center 
Form Based Code District 

D. LDR-20-18A: Eliminate requirement for submission of paper copies of applications under the 
Land Development Regulations 

 
Accessing the Hearing:  
 
This will be a fully electronic meeting, consistent with recently passed legislation.  There will be no 
physical site at which to attend the meetings.  The City is presently using GoToMeeting as our service. 
Members of the public are welcome to call in by telephone, join by interactive internet service (with 
video conferencing and screen sharing capability), or both. 
 
Interactive Online Meeting (audio & video): https://www.gotomeet.me/SBCity/pc-2020-11-10 
Telephone (audio only): (872) 240-3212; Access Code: 928-311-013  
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Brief Description and Findings Concerning the Proposed Amendments 
 
The proposed amendments have been considered by the Planning Commission for their consistency 
with the text, goals, and objectives of the City of South Burlington’s Comprehensive Plan, adopted 
February 1, 2016. For each of the amendments, the Commission has addressed the following as 
enumerated under 24 VSA 4441(c): 

“…The report shall provide a brief explanation of the proposed bylaw, amendment, or repeal and shall 
include a statement of purpose as required for notice under section 4444 of this title, and shall include 
findings regarding how the proposal: 

(1) Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, including the 
effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing. 

(2) Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal plan. 
(3) Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities.” 

 

A. LDR-17-13A: Allow for increase in maximum lot coverage on properties with land in the Urban 
Design Overlay District via installation of an on-site civic space 

Brief explanation of the proposed bylaw 

The amendment would allow for an increase in allowable lot coverage of up to ten (10) 
percentage points for any parcel with land in the Urban Design Overlay District with the 
provision of an on-site Civic Space equal to thirty (30) percent of the area being added as 
impervious surface.  

(1) Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, including 
the effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing. 

The amendment would allow for additional lot coverage in areas designated in the 
Comprehensive Plan as priority areas for development and re-development. The 
amendment would have limited effect on the availability of safe and affordable housing 
other than to provide additional development flexibility, generally, within the Urban 
Design Overlay District; if any applicant did make of the provision for affordable housing, a 
minimum amount of civic space would be installed to serve users of the property 

(2) Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal plan. 

The amendment is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan’s objectives to support 
development re-development along the Shelburne and Williston Road corridors and to do 
so in a manner than supports pedestrian-scale design and amenities. 

(3) Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 

The amendments do not impact specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 
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B. LDR-17-13B: Allow for increase in maximum lot coverage on properties with land in the Urban 
Design Overlay District via use of Transferable Development Rights from designated Sending Areas 

Brief explanation of the proposed bylaw 

The amendment would allow for an increase in allowable lot coverage of up to ten (10) 
percentage points for any parcel with land in the Urban Design Overlay District with the use of 
Transferable Development Rights. The amendment would designate properties with land in the 
Urban Design Overlay District as a Receiving Area and allow existing Sending Areas to direct 
TDRs to these locations.  

(1) Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, including 
the effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing. 

The amendment would allow for additional lot coverage in areas designated in the 
Comprehensive Plan as priority areas for development and re-development. The 
amendment would have limited effect on the availability of safe and affordable housing 
other than to provide additional development flexibility, generally, within the Urban 
Design Overlay District. 

(2) Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal plan. 

The amendment is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan’s objectives to support 
development re-development along the Shelburne and Williston Road corridors. 
Furthermore, it is consistent with the objective to support conservation of land within 
areas designed as “very low intensity, principally conservation” in the Comprehensive Plan 
by expanding the market for use of Transferable Development Rights 

(3) Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 

The amendments do not impact specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 

C. LDR-19-06: Modify Table of Open Space Types  (Appendix F) and Applicability in the City Center 
Form Based Code District 

The proposal would amend Chapter 8 (City Center Form Based Code District) and the related 
Appendix F to provide for additional qualifying open space types, amend some minor details and 
clarify expectations of approved types, and provide for greater organization of the text related 
to applicability.  

(1) Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, including 
the effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing. 

The amendments would not have a direct impact on the availability of safe and affordable 
housing. The amendments do continue to further several goals and policies within the 
2016 Comprehensive Plan, including objective 33 related to the provision of varied 
recreational areas and facilities and objective 35 relating to a targeted open space to 
population service standard.  

(2) Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal plan. 

The amendments are not anticipated to impact proposed future land uses and densities 
as outlined in the Comprehensive Plan. 
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(3) Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 

The amendments do not impact specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 
The requirements for qualifying open spaces are largely intended to be private spaces and 
not community-funded, though there could be the potential for large projects with 
related large open spaces to provide for identified or planned public parks or related 
community facilities.  

D. LDR-20-18A: Eliminate requirement for submission of paper copies of applications under the Land 
Development Regulations 

Brief explanation of the proposed bylaw 

The proposed amendment would eliminate requirements for submittal of paper copies of 
applications to the Development Review Board and Administrative Officer. Digital versions of all 
documents will continue to be required. They can be provided via digital means to any 
interested person and can also be sent to a local printer for reduced or full-sized copies upon 
request. When the City’s offices are open to the public, applications can also be made available 
for review in person on a public computer 

(1) Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, including 
the effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing 
The amendments will reduce paper waste, furthering the City’s objectives for energy 
efficiency. 
 

(2) Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal plan. 
The amendment has no impact on proposed future land uses or densities. 
 

(3) Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities.” 
The amendment does not impact specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 

 


